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Appendix B:

Maharal on Moshiach’s Name

The following is from the Maharal’s Chiddushei Aggados to

Sanhedrin 98b.

What is his name? Shiloh... One
should ask how R’ Shila could say
that Moshiach’s name is Shiloh like
his own and R’ Chanina also called
him by his own name. However,
this teaches us about Moshiach’s
greatness, that he includes all
characteristics. Therefore, he
appears similar to all who observe
him as if they are exactly the
same...

One should know that these three
names [Shiloh, Chanina, and Yinon]
refer to the three great men
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.
The King Moshiach will have all of
their characteristics, which is why
the three names are given for him.
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The students of R’ Shila said that
Shiloh is his name. This name is
for Moshiach because everything
will be his (shelo) and all the nations
will be his. That is why he is called
Shiloh. This is the attribute of
Yaakov to whom everything relates
and belongs. But this is a very deep
matter...

The students of R’ Yannai said
that Yinon is his name. He is
called this name because of his
importance and high position. This
is the characteristic of Avraham who
merited importance and exaltedness,
was called a “prince of the Lord,”
and whose existence was one of
greatness and importance.

The students of R’ Chanina said
that Chanina is his name. This
name reflects the grace (chanina)
that he will have from G-d as
Yitzchak also merited having. We
have already explained at length that
this name of grace is the attribute of
Yitzchak...

In truth, Moshiach will have all of
these characteristics so that he will
relate to everyone. Whoever
observes and understands him will
call Moshiach by his own name
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because it is the closest of
appropriate names to the caller.
That is why the students of R’ Shila
said that Shiloh is his name and the
students of R’ Yannai said that
Yinon is his name. These are
differing groups and each group
mentioned a  different point.
However, Moshiach will be able to
relate to all of them.

Some say Menachem ben
Chizkiyah is his name. The
explanation of this is that this name,
Menachem ben Chizkiyah, is
appropriate for Moshiach because
comfort (nechama) is when trouble
befalls a person and he is comforted
from it in private. Since Moshiach,
may he be revealed soon in our
time, has nothing to do with this
world and is a private, hidden
comfort, he can be called the
Comforter of Israel. He figuratively
revives the soul of those who have
troubles. This ability to restore the
soul of someone in distress is the
highest of levels. They said that he
is the son of Chizkiyah because
there is no doubt that comfort
restores the soul and strengthens it.
It is therefore appropriate that
Moshiach come from someone who
is phsyically strong (chazak) and
important, not a small person. From
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this man will come one worthy of
restoring  Israel’s  soul and
strengthening them...

The rabbis say Chivra (leper) of
the school of Rebbe is his name.
Moshiach will also be an intellectual
and is therefore called by the rabbis,
who are themselves intellectuals,
Chivra of the school of Rebbe. We
have already explained that leprosy
is the opposite and negation of a
person and a leper is considered as if
he were dead. Because the physical
and natural world oppose Moshiach,
which is why the sages said that he
sits among the diseased poor as we
explained above, [the rabbis called
him a leper]. That is why it says
here that Chivra of the school of
Rebbe is his name. The leprosy is
the negation of his being in the
school of Rebbe and not due to a
bad health condition that caused the
leprosy. Rather, because his entire
essence cleaves to the intellectual
Torah that is so opposed to the
physical world that the physical
world can cause a lack of intellect...
Therefore, the rabbis who are
intellectuals say that his name is
Chivra of the school of Rebbe
because Moshiach will have the
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highest attribute of intellect. Due to
this they attribute to him leprosy
which is the absence and negation of
this world.

If he is from the living. One
should not think that the King
Moshiach, in his high status and
exaltedness, will be separate from
other people like a very great person
separates himself and has no
connection with the community.
This is what [Rav Nachman] said,
“If he is from the living he is like
me.” [Rav Nachman] was not
separated from the community but,
rather, was connected to it. He
therefore brings the verse ‘“His
leader will be from his midst and his
ruler will emerge from within him”
(Yirmiyahu 30:21) because
[Moshiach] will be from among the
people and will not be separated
from them. If he was to be
separated from them it would have
said “from the people” and not
“from among them”. “From
among” implies from within.

Rav said: If he is from the living
he is like Rabbeinu HaKadosh. If
he is from the dead he is like
Daniel ‘the most desirable man’.
Because it could have been inferred
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that Moshiach would not be separated
from the people because he is not very
important, [Rav] said that if he is from
the dead he is like Daniel ‘the most
desirable man’.  Daniel was very
important but was still called ‘the most
desirable man’ because he was liked
by people. Similarly, Moshiach, with
all his importance and great stature,
will be desired and accepted by
people. If [Daniel] had been separated
and isolated he would not have been
called ‘desirable’, which means
separated, because a person separated
like that is not accepted by people.
The reason that Moshiach must be like
this is that in the future Israel will be
an entirely united people. Unlike in
the past, when Israel had two kings —
the king of Yehuda and the king of
Yisroel — in the future there will be
one king who will completely unite
the people.
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