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YORK'— The Lubavitch- |
asi dim of Crown Heights are !
theologians with

lof their belief -

Fm M qd 1 Schneerson !
as the “Messiah,”{and some crit-
ics are warnin t eerie paral-
lels 1o Christianiky are flickering
msxde the Lubavitth movement.
| The concerns ar| ‘being voiced
n the wake of last week’s com-
uhity4countil |elections in

- Crown Heights, where potential

: - TN Ieaders ere/anointed inithe

IEDUX? [Six s after the death of Rabbi hem Sch rson, ictu jabove in af' yn store- | Bane of the Rebibe, who died in

Lubavitth followers are proclaiming his imminent ‘theo such as Aa June. Invoking the Rebbe, mem-
qick, ver, say that su asserﬁons distort an maybe transgress

‘ f din, jpr rabbinical court, became
Rab / man’ players in the glection, issuing

S ttlers blg I*‘l Dead 1 NS formal recomimendations as to.

. $tori thispa berskof .the Cfown Heights’, bet
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r ! which slate of kan idates to sup- |

' 2ars, | por r

; | | |
S 1o ® | : Distorting Judaism :
¥ trl Hlts Hom% Suuklte ‘% OCk | T}(\ii comm}:xm;yg o oil hss todo |
2 not only with who shall preside over |
Gaza Visits DSlO# ‘FailedEbcpenmen i | By BSﬂ?ECYlAL orl:i"l ;?.XFKY Luba?r]nch the ; igssianic era, but |
Evye!
would b Ay bk movﬁhe S; worship at | them in the Reph- i¢an era — specif-

" . here are you from?” asl .
‘}, d"°"‘}hat willl reservist guarding the gate to the set-
," Israel’s foreign)| 1lemeint, which also happened to be

whoshall} 'reign over the mul-
ion| dollar| real estate

Jerusalem iqall

y Saturday | also lwith o shall preside over |
Rueyie up to l'umg

his hame, when, appearing at!it this ebbe,|, ¢ prcperti is] sthools and insti- {
Israel week, I asked him sbout Mr. Pefes’ pro-i| The Politjcs 1 tutfons that make up the
Diary remarks v elt, atl| ey toshi wealth of Luybavitch. In any
“Zichron Yaakovl | Goodl ‘|| event, thie|situation has

e
reachéd the point where |

“ -)n
Arid that wasn’t a thorn, too?” He worities, includ-

er four lsraeli sol- || . good at history, if not necessari:
at nearby road- ly at logic. Today populated by sqme
wo ,  separale,i 1000 people, the town I live in
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army was spend- || 5., full of Arab ges.
jon a year to
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had ritual fringes sticking out of his ctf:nbes nts :g
i army shirt, and he had been smnng ‘ council president, Rabbi
- with his rifle, studying a rabbinical m ‘ inuéd, but- ieph Splelmdid,{who has been
a‘ap commentary, when [ arrived. Atop | ; intefi nolp ;. ong 1 group advanc-
the perirneter fence was a Chanukah | f - 3 idi i notibn of the Rebbe as Mes-
p menorah made out of empty army- n whb lwields much of
ration kans of pickles, jam, huinmus abbil Ydhudah Krinsky,
® | and carn niblets and lit with wicks ek Hriver and chié
proceed with | dipped in kerosene. ‘ rde S¢m : ’ been|copsiderably more
this issue were 1had driven to Ne frogn Fhe 9l : i h 1 low- 1t the $upposed “seconl
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made by Prime || fronC’of me and an armared vehicle ; Pleg ! lpdse turn to Paged
‘Minister Rabin || behind me, loaded'ma thine [guns
on his recent pomted outward. Such convoys are - T —
isit to Ameri- ||the only way that car§ noy rea ) |
ca. Whereas ||leave the settlement, which — s ‘ qu d ] all P
Mr. Rabin was ||rounded by mmdrdds:of th uséds P AN r | o
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| ® Yet, as the Jews of For L,i if-
ancy ! ! 10 some of the lindividualsi| Crown Heights continue tuallyi the same !
ved when Rabbi Shiomo Hpl t. : 10 mourn the loss of onse: !:ne Rebbe is
juven, was recently seatenced bi Shmuel Menachem Bup-|| Schneerson, memories oming r ck. Basha
iror in the case. Tai d, his arch-nemesis, cly tll of the Rebbe’s Io:apm_i B Oke. a Cown Heights |
s of kidnaping the pr immunity’s vot poignant illness, hig evi- i resident, jsaid “the ||
ing him in the Chasidic world, Rabbi Spiel ] dent suffering and ithe ers who are most |
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‘Women's American ORT — 2 irdd the Internatipnal Campaigh | bim, critics warg, 2 those elected, said it wis
# jurors were Jewish, “one ihg Moshiach, irjsists that “it i strangely Christjike ; easier to explain tite
ime of the people in the con}. | €25 Some scholary are ideas to  Christian
vas kidnaping,” she said in iy, but all of the people in th urging that the Jewish friends. For Ms. Oka,

world issue a|clear con-
demnation of the latest
development as bejng
absolutely cqntrary to
halacha. Thefe is also
the fear that move-
ment will mak it easier

vas wrong. There’s a differebt
very self-assured. He was
me as a complete shock to him

unity as welllas Lubavitc|
throughout the world, whp believe .
that the Rebbe will take us out |

now in prison. His wife, Lﬁ ﬁ!md that the Rebbe will lead
onspiy-

Rebbe is still here.,”  ~
Several critics believe
that the Lubavitch corh-
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o fol for 8 to func- nity at large must adt
. » 1] tion. immediately to put‘a
- i « o stop to practices arid
s Jewish Establishment|| _ xezen Hap o i
. . izatiohs i con | “I don't believe it. I with fundamental Jep. b
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shildren’s schools.” ing ourselves outside of Eretz) || goloveichik exclaimed fessor at Brooklyn Col-
Singer was vehement on t Yisrael] and qnuazed ithe Diaspora’s| (| \hen informed of the 4 lege and City University
sct of the July bombing ih | complacency and its “We've-really: || yords of Rablli Butman | of New York and a noted
_as Aires of the Jewish commy- | made- ;-m-Mugmxm' attitude.||land others ih Crown L 3 Orthodox scholar of mes-
center, knowh as the AMIA. | Describiing the Diaspora as a tempo ||| Hejghts about he immi- sianic moveménts, said
chase not to go down there an m;yd:jalhn& he__saltL ‘when living in| || nent return of ghe Repbe FALSE MESSIAH: Followers of [Shabtal Zvi, above, the 17th he was deeply disturbed
how this happened,” he said. | a fivestar hotel” you needtoremem- ||} 2 Mashiach. The world- century messiaiic pretend dtoislam, by what he was witness-
te issue of restirution for prop: | berifsanlyahotel Sure i fivestars,|||renowned rabbi said to pray for his retum and beli he ig the real Moshi ing among the Lubav-
iaken from Jews during Worlg | he wenJ on, “bu( it’s a hotel. flatly that “tHere is no | itch. *I will withhold the
I, Mr. Singer lambasted Ame: Meagwhile, leaders of the OU | |isocqibility whitsoever” ; ) . word heresy because it is
Jewish leaders for acceptml!' used the convention s a forum ol iihar Menacherh Mendel Schneerson | before he went to Mnh holight | the sttongest word that can be used
to Germany paid for by the Ger, | expressiconcern about secularization || |,0u1d emergelfrom fhe dead to be | the Chanukah mencrah, he sgid defi- | in thelkontext of Judaism,” Mr. Berg-
zovernment. Instead of ing | and tion. One item that dom || iy e Messiah. “That cduld be possible | antly: “We believe that the Rlebbe is | er said of the belief in Schneerson’s
scompense, American! Jewis| inated the discussion was Wh‘l todo i lip the Christian faith, but not | Moshiach and we say i resurriection as Messiah, “but I am
ps have become a “lony fqt about JCRAQ. After muth debate, || |1, daisnf” Dan G d perfedtly willing to say this is a thor-
\any.” he said, referring to their | OU del¢gates in turn passed a reso- | Jewish text}, prominent rabbis gerous yroun: ough!l ili:lgj[imale position within
wgness to see Germany becom lution s anpgig would be thcu!t for land scholars sdy, suggest the Messi- Rabbi Soloveichik, however, was | Judaigm.” ’
magfm r_ner?:ber ofl the United | the organization to remdin within will come ffom the ranks of the tuous. d ing| Rabbi Mr. Berger said that while he wa’s
mns Secunity Council, i
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4. have been failed by Ameri¢ | expect fo confinue our active mem- | 1" Rabbi Butman, one of the leading | he is not living —a Messiah h3s to be itdes.*Once he died, to continue ~
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Iam add#&ésing you in connection
with an article written by your dis-
tinguished correspondent Lucette

Lagnado | . (“Rabbis Blast
Lubavitcher Messianism,” Forward,
Dec. 2j. Ever, ing that this distin-

wisned. COF dent wrote in my
name is fairly accuraté. However, -

the context in which she wrote it
tends to give the impression to peo-
ple who are not knowledgeable in
Torah and Jewish matters that I too
consider the Lubavitch movement
as a cultist movement whose follow-
ers are gonvinced that the late
Lubavitcher Rebbe will be resur-

rected shortly and that he will _
redeem the Jewish people from -

exile. Such'a notion is so unrealistic’
that it is the antithesis of the truth.
Your distinguished correspondent

quotes me correctly: “Rabbi
Soloveichik, however, was contemp-
tuous, denouncing Rabbi {Butman]
as ‘a little fanatical,” someone who
‘means well but, out of desperation,
conjures non-rational ideas.” The
late Rebbe,.said Rabbi Soloveichik,
‘can’t be the Messiah — he is not liv-
ing — a Messiah has to living — a
living Messiah, not a dead
Messiah.” All the words of this quo-
tation are perfectly accurate. I have
no complaints against your distin-
guished correspondent; my com-
plaint consists in the fact that the
tone of the article implies that in
her opinion the Lubavitch move-
ment is a cultist movement. This is

despicable; especially despicable is
the fact that your distinguished cor-
respondent put into the Forward
the picture of Shabbetai Zvi. My
intention was to relate my under-
standing that the overwhelming
majority of the Lubavitcher
Chasidim do not ascribe to the
notion that the Rebbe will be resur-
rected as the Messiah.
i Please allow me to clarify my
| position on the Lubavitch move-
! ment. As I said in my eulogy over
| the Rebbe zt®l, that unlike any
| other Chasidic Rebbe or any Rosh
! Yeshiva, who is the rebbe of a single
* group in Jewry, large or small, the
: late Lubavitcher Rebbe was the
. Rebbe of Klal Yisrael. The reason
! for this is the fact that in his genera-
' rion, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe
was an unparalleled spiritual lead-
, er, and due to his vision, his fore-
, sight and especially because of his
\ ahifpwas Yisrael and ahavas habrios
1 (towe of Tarmel and love of humani-
ty). he was able to reach out unto

L e Lk o T g g
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the most assimilated sections of
Jewry. Because of his unusual inspi-
ration he was able to make thou-
sands of baalei teshuvah in the
Diaspora and in Eretz Yisrael, even
in remote places like Australia, New
Zealand and India. The thousands
of baalei teshuvah in Soviet Russia
are exclusively due to the self-
negating sacrifices of the Lubavitch
sheluchim.

Thereé is a traditional friendship
and attachment between the Beis
Horav and Beis Lubavitch. Reb
Chaim of Volozin, the most out-
standing disciple of the Gaon of
Vilna, was the one who lifted the

. The Sa: » and Miss Lagnado

ban that the Gaon of Vilna imposed
upon the Chasidic movemefit. Reb
Itzele of Volozin had a closgréﬁia-
tionship with the Tzemach Tzedek.
Reb Chaim Brisker had a close rela-
tionship with the Rashab; and my
brother Reb Yosef Ber with the late
Rebbe. : ‘

1 hope that this will dispel all the
spiritual pollution that exists in the
secular Jewish community, and
even in some groups of the
Orthodox Jewish community, in
respect to the evaluation of the
Lubavitch movement. '

Ahron Soloveichik
Chicago, Il.

Myopic Report on Moshiach

Your recent article on Lubavitch
(“Rabbis Blast Lubavitcher
Messianism,” Forward, Dec. 2)
forcefully argues against the dan-
gerous elements inherent in con-
temporary Lubavitch messianism.
As a scholar of Chasidism and
Kabbalah, I must take issue with
the nature of your argument. First
of all, those inter-
viewed in the arti-

connect}ion tc} the Shabbatean
heresy in the 17th century is well-
founded. However, many promi-
nent rabbis in 17th-century Central
and Eastern Europe believed
Shabbetai Zvi to be the Messiah,
only deeming his teachings hereti-
cal after his problematic halachic
innovations and his subsequent con-

version to Islam. I

cle were never
very sympathetic
to Lubavitch even

For American Jews,

have not seen any
deviance in
halachic behavior
even among the

before the death 1t 1S not Lubavltch most ardent
of the Rebbe. . . . Lubavitch “mes-
Alan Nadler's messianism that is sianists”

sometimes vehe- In short, the
ment anti- ‘repugnant’ but mes- individuals inter-

Chasidic attitude
is well known in
the scholarly com-
munity. His irrev-
erent and, in my
view, inaccurate review of recent
scholarly works on Chabad
Chasidism some years ago in The
New Republic attests to that. David
Berger, whom I admire and respect,
was never very sympathetic to
Jewish messianic_ movements in
general and Lubavitch in particu-
1ar. In short, I felt the article was
one-sided and Jewishly myopic.
More substantively, Rabbi Ahron
Soloveichik’s comment that the rise
of Moshiach from the dead is
“repugnant to everything Judaism
represents” is highly problematic in
light of the fact that a similar asser-
tion is made in the Zohar, a
medieval kabbalistic text attributed
to the rabbinic sage Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yohai and one of the most influ-
ential texts in Jewish history. The

sianism in general.

viewed in the arti-
cle were never
willing to enter-
tain the possibility
of the late Rebbe
as Messiah when he was alive, nor
are they willing to acknowledge the
centrality of the deep-seeded mes-
sianism latent in the kabbalistic
teachings of the Zohar and the 16th-
century Safed kabbalist, Rabbi
Isaac Luria. For many American
Jews of all persuasions, it istot
Lubavitch messianism that is
“repugnant” but messianism in gen-
eral. However, to paraptirase the
20th-century Jewish philosopher
Franz Rosenzweig, it is the contin-
ued emergence of false messianism
in Judaism that keeps the messianic

idea alive.
Afina Smith Fine Professor of
Jewish Thought
Rice University

Houston, Texas
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